DISTRICT IX GAC REPORT
Rep. David Jones MS, MSHA, ATC

FLORIDA State Rep. Tim McCLane
There have been no major issues concerning athletic training in our legislature.  We spent $15,543.41 during the last fiscal year for our lobbyist.  Our Florida Department of Health Board of Athletic Training has been in a state of limbo.  Our newly elected governor, Charlie Crist, has been slow to re-appoint board members, but the board is still in existence.  They probably won’t meet again until April ’08

 Legislative summary:

1) Lobbyist kept two other legislative attempts at diluting our rules from occurring.

2) Lobbyist has helped maintain vigilance on potential action that may have altered our law.

3) Lobbyist has helped, greatly, with assistance in maintaining Board structure and composition.

4) We are presently investigating language choices and pathways for making our statute friendlier for encompassing our true practice arena. Evolution of the profession makes this necessary and protects the public as well as allowing choice of care.

5) Lobbyist has also maintained legislative alliances in order to assist in all of the above.

6) We have had our board maintain the integrity of the profession via decisions on deficient applications, licensees who have gone outside the bounds of professional conduct, and the Board has clarified and institute rules and regulations that have enforced the law as well as enhanced where allowed.

GEORGIA  - State Rep. Paul Higgs
Summary 0f 2007:
 

Lobbyist fees:  $18,000
Political Contributions:  $6000
NATA Legislative Grant: $3000
 

Lobbyist fees for 2008 will be the same, but we anticipate a reduction in political contributions to approximately $3000. We may request another NATA legislative grant in 2008 if necessary.
 

Georgia is currently working with lobbyist John Bozeman to draft a bill to revise the definition of "athletic injury" in our practice act.  Although the majority of third party payers reimburse for AT services in all settings, a few have interpreted the act to limit our services to traditional sports/athletic settings only.  The proposed wording would take out any perceived ambiguity in the practice act and make it fall in line with the original legislative intent of the 1991 and 1998 practice acts changes.  Talks are ongoing with the Insurance Commissioner as well as key legislators.  Georgia has reached out to the state PT and OT associations and neither plans to oppose our legislation. Our state AT board is in support of our proposal.   Naturally, our biggest opponent will be the insurance companies.
MISSISSIPPI – State Rep. Donna Wesley
On behalf of the Mississippi Athletic Trainers’ Association, I would like to thank you and the entire NATA Governmental Affairs Committee for awarding an over $20,000 Legislative Grant to the MATA for our upcoming legislative efforts.

As you know, the Mississippi Licensure Act is basically a “title act” with very restrictive definitions about who, what and where we can treat patients.  Our Licensure Act has basically not been changed since the original passage in 1991.  For years the MATA Executive Committee has known that it is time for a change, but until this year it has basically been all talk.  Three of our Executive Committee members attended the BOC State Regulatory Conference in Omaha and it was decided that NOW is the time for action.

The MATA has contracted with The Clay Firm as our lobbyist for 2008-09.  We have had several meetings and are very pleased with their efforts.  Based on their advice and the fact that this legislative session has a large number of new members, we have decided that 2008 needs to be a year of establishing relationships, grassroots lobbying, education, and fundraising.  On March 5, 2008, we will have MATA Day at the Capitol.  We are in the process of developing marketing material to present to each legislative member on this day and will be proving snacks.  We hope to have some notable coaches and possibly athletes with us on this day as well.

We will be continuing to work with the NATA, the Mississippi State Department of Health and The Clay Firm on the appropriate wording for our licensure and hope to have the final wording by July. At the suggestion of our lobbyist, we are forming a PAC and will be looking for ways to raise funds. 

Representative Joey Fillingane of Hattiesburg has for the past few years has introduced a bill that recognizes the BOC exam as a National Certification and would allow the 10 ATCs that are employed by school districts to qualify for the $6,000 supplement that nationally certified teachers, school counselors, librarians, and others receive.  This bill has repeatedly died in committee, but hopefully this year we will see some progress since we will be more politically active.  

I look forward to this year as this legislative process begins and I’m excited that others have finally agreed that now is the time for action.  It is our hope that the update in licensure will lead to new possibilities, including reimbursement.

NO REPORTS FROM:

Alabama, Kentucky, Louisiana, Tennessee
